
 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING SERVICES 
• Comprehensive Planning 

o Implementation of Georgia Planning Act of 1989 

• Local comprehensive plans 

o Regional Comprehensive Plans 

o Digital Economy Regional Plans 

• Growth Management 

o Zoning / Land Use / Subdivision regulations 

• Historic Preservation 

o Geographic Historic Preservation Division technical assistance 

o Local historic preservation services 

• Transportation 

o Pedestrian/bikeway program planning 

o Coordination with transportation planning organizations 

o Local transit plans 

• Water Resources 

o North Georgia Water Resources Partnership 

o Regional Watershed Management Plans 

o Watershed management Plans 

o Coosa-North Georgia Regional Water planning Council Support 

• State Data and Research Center Affiliate 

o Development of Population Data 

• Geographic Information Systems 

o Digital Map and data 

• Appalachian Valley Fiber Network (AVFN) 

o Support Services are provided for the AVFN, made possible by a 
$21.286 million Broadband Technology Opportunity Grant 
(BTOP) awarded by the U.S. Department of Commerce and 

National Telecommunications and Information Administration. 

 

 

Rome Office 

P.O. BOX 1798 

1 Jackson Hill Drive 

Rome, GA 30162-1798 

Phone: (706) 295-6485 

Fax: (706) 272-6665 

 

Dalton Office 

503 W. Waugh Street 

Dalton, GA 30720-3475 

Phone: (706) 272-2300 

Fax: (706) 272-2253 

 

Website 

www.nwgrc.org 
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Do you know your Comprehensive Plan?  

Murray County has participated in comprehensive planning for many years.  In 2005, a full joint plan was prepared, with a partial plan update in 2010.  Another 

partial plan update was done in 2013, just before the new state planning regulations came into effect. The state of Georgia requires that county and city 

governments develop, adopt, maintain, and implement a comprehensive plan to qualify for selected state grants, loans, and permits.  By adhering to the state’s 

planning process, these local governments maintain their Qualified Local Government status (QLG).  New 2018 state Minimum Standards for Local Comprehensive 

Planning require a comprehensive plan update containing the following elements of this current document every five years to maintain QLG status.  Murray County 

and the cities of Chatsworth and Eton have joined together with their citizens, elected officials, professional staff, business leaders and property owners to prepare 

the Murray County Joint Comprehensive Plan update 2019-2023. 

 

Plan Requirements 

Community 

Vision and 

Goals 

Report of 

Accomplishments 

Community 

Needs and 

Opportunities 

Land 

Use/Future 

Land Use Map 

and Narrative 

Community 

Work 

Program 

Economic 

Development 

Element 

Transportation 

element 

Broadband 

services 

element 

a short 

summary of 

what residents 

view as an ideal 

community and 

a list of ways to 

get there. 

a table summarizing the 

status of work activities 

listed in the last five-

year work program.  

Items that are assessed 

as underway are 

automatically moved 

forward to the next 

work program, along 

with activities that were 

postponed. 

a collection of ideas 

from the public and 

government leaders 

that reflects the 

current state of the 

county and what it 

could improve and 

enhance. 

a parcel-by-parcel 

depiction allowing 

managers to track 

trends in the 

disposition and 

condition of the 

land based on 

human activities.  

Examples of 

standard land use 

categories used 

here include 

commercial, 

industrial, 

residential, and 

agriculture/forestry 

a list of specific 

tasks to 

accomplish 

within the next 

5 years.  

The county is on the 

Georgia Job Tax 

Credit Tier 1 for 2017 

and 2018 so this 

element is required to 

improve economic 

prosperity in the area. 

Chatsworth, Eton, 

and parts of Murray 

County are part of 

the Greater Dalton 

Metropolitan 

Planning 

Organization, which 

helps organize 

funding and solve 

long and short-term 

traffic and other 

transportation 

issues in the area. 

Now required 

for all 

governments 

to increase 

internet 

connectivity 

locally and 

state-wide.  

 

 

How we have recently assisted your community. 

Murray County Joint Comprehensive Plan for 

Murray County and the cities of Chatsworth 

and Eton 2019-2023 (Adopted in 2018). 

Murray County/Murray South Industrial Park 

SSI 

City of Chatsworth/Chatsworth Sewerage 

System Improvements 2017 

NWGRC/NW Georgia Rural Broadband Needs 

Assessment 

Received an EDA planning grant to continue 

implementation of northwest Georgia’s IMCP 

program; 2016, 2017 

NWGRC Regional Plan Update 

 

Murray County Site Development Master 

Plan 

Inland Port Site Development 2015 OneGA Equity – Murray County Inland Port 

Development 

Did you know about these  

additional resources in your  

Community? 

MURRAY COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
This example of classic architecture 

with Doric-styled columns is one of 

only three full-domed courthouses in 

Georgia. Neoclassical Revival building 

designed by Alexander Blair and built 

in 1917.   

 

SPRING PLACE 

METHODIST CHURCH – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
The old Spring Place Methodist church is the 

oldest existing public-use structure in Murray 

County. It began as an Indian Mission in the 

early 1830s, and this wooden structure was built 

about 1875. The building now houses a 

museum of church, Spring Place, and Murray 

County memorabilia. 

 

GOD’S ACRE – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
This site is close to Chief Vann House Historic 

Site near the site of the Spring Place Moravian 

Mission & Springs and donated to the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources.  In 1801 

Chief Vann sponsored these missionaries to 

educate the Cherokees in reading, grammar, 

writing, sacred history, mathematics, 

geography, weaving and botany.  This site is 

also thought to be known as the burial grounds 

for several Cherokees and slaves.

 



 

 

  

To attain your county and city needs 
 

While striving to become a region 
where economic opportunities are 

available for all citizens 
 

PLANNING 

Murray County incorporates planning in 

their governing process for several reasons.  

First, it helps the local government run 

efficiently, by recognizing opportunities 

early and developing them into finished 

projects smoothly, and by identifying and 

tackling problems before they become 

overwhelming.  Second, by complying with 

state requirements to create a 

comprehensive plan, the county and cities 

maintain their eligibility for many state 

loans, grants, and permits.  Finally, leaders 

have been able to promote a more 

democratic and participatory local 

government by following the planning 

process laid out by Georgia Department of 

Community Affairs. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

A strong economy is the basis for prosperity in a 

community.  The Georgia planning rules require an 

economic development element for counties on the 

Job Tax Credit Tier 1 list.  The county and two cities 

of Chatsworth and Eton have committed to continue 

to implement the Murray County 2010 Strategic 

Vision Plan (by Market Street) linked to Northwest 

Georgia Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy (CEDS).  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

State planning rules include public 

participation because that is the embodiment 

of democratic government at the local level, 

and when the public is involved in the 

decision-making process, they have a higher 

level of ownership in the results. 

Governments chose elected and appointed 

government officials as steering committee 

members, and then chose a larger group of 

stakeholders from various professions, areas 

of interest, and other government positions.  

Stakeholders and steering committee 

members attended three evening meetings, 

which were advertised so the general public 

could attend as well.

NATURAL, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

FORT MOUNTAIN  

STATE PARK – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
Encompasses 3,712 acres with an 855 ft. long stone wall 

on the summit of the mountain.  Though probably of Indian 

construction, there is no universal consensus on its origin 

or function.  The park offers 27 miles of mountain biking 

trails, 25 miles of horseback riding trails, and 14 miles of 

hiking and backpacking trails, along with camping and 

fishing. The park, at 181 Fort Mountain Road, Chatsworth, 

is eight miles east of Chatsworth on Georgia Highway 52.  

 

THE VANN HOUSE STATE 

HISTORIC SITE – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
Occupies 109 acres of Cherokee Chief James Vann’s 

plantation, and preserves his 1804 Cherokee mansion. There 

are springs and log out-buildings on the property, and a half-

mile nature trail. The Vann House is located in the National 

Register listed historic township of Spring Place at 82 

Georgia Highway 225 North, at the intersection of 225 and 

Georgia Highway 52 Alt., three miles west of Chatsworth 

 

CHATSWORTH DEPOT & 

CABOOSE – CHATSWORTH, GA 
This site is close to Chief Vann House Historic Site near the site 

of the Spring Place Moravian Mission & Springs and donated to 

the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  In 1801 Chief 

Vann sponsored these missionaries to educate the Cherokees in 

reading, grammar, writing, sacred history, mathematics, 

geography, weaving and botany.  This site is also thought to be 

known as the burial grounds for several Cherokees and slaves. 

 

OLD WRIGHT HOTEL – 

CHATSWORTH, GA 
Constructed in 1909 and listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places, the hotel built by Thomas Monroe Wright 

offered a spa-like environment where guests could bask in 

luxury, enjoy home-cooked meals, and sip the mineral waters 

of the area. Donated to the Whitfield-Murray Historical Society, 

the site today offers a rare glimpse into a gracious past.  

 



 

 

 

 

Northwest Georgia Area Wetland Acreage 

County Total Acres Wetland Acres % of Total Acres 

Murray 222,210 661 0 

Northwest GA 5,353,492 11,291 .002 

Georgia 37,140,514 3,933,856 10.600 

Source: Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 1995 

Northwest Georgia Public Water Supply Watershed 

County Surface Water 

Source 

Watershed Size 

(sq. mi.) 

Reservoir (Y/N) Service Area 

Murray Holly Creek <100’ No Chatsworth, Eton, Spring 

Place, & Murray County 

Murray Carter’s Lake >100’ Yes Chatsworth, Eton, Spring 

Place, & Murray County 

Murray Eton, O’Neal and 

Nix Springs 

<100’ No Chatsworth, Eton, Spring 

Place, & Murray County 

 

The Chattahoochee National Forest  
The United States Forest Service began purchasing land in Northwest Georgia in 1911, and currently owns 220,498 
acres in nine of the region’s fifteen counties, including the Cohutta and Rich Mountain Wilderness Areas. A 

breakdown of acreages by county is as follows: 
• Murray County, 52,219 acres 

 

The Regionally Important 

Resources Plan 

Highlights your communities 

Historical, Environmental,  

Natural and Cultural Features 
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where economic opportunities are 

available for all citizens 
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