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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Environmental Health;
A Corner Stone of Public Health

Promotes and protects the well being of citizens and visitors of Georgia by 

assuring the environmental conditions in which people live, work and 

play can be healthy.  

Accomplished by providing primary prevention via surveillance, education, 

enforcement and assessment programs designed to identify, prevent and 

abate the conditions that adversely impact human health.

Clean Air, Clean Water, Safe Food, 

and Safe Housing

http://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health

http://health.state.ga.us/programs/envservices/index.asp


GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Environmental Health Mandates

Food Service Establishments: O.C.G.A. 26-2-373

Public Swimming Pools: O.C.G.A. 31-45

Tourist Accommodations: O.C.G.A. 31-28

On-Site Sewage Management:  O.C.G.A. 31-2A-11 & 31-3-5(b)

Portable Sanitation: O.C.G.A.31-2A-4(3)

Rabies Control:  O.C.G.A. 31-19

Tattoo Studios:  O.C.G.A. 31-40 

Tanning Facilities:  O.C.G.A. 31-38



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EH Program Mandates

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program: O.C.G.A. 31-41-10 
• Healthy Homes Program
• Indoor Air:  O.C.G.A. 31-12A “Smokefree Air Act”
• Asthma

Chemical Hazards Program:  O.C.G.A. 31-12
• Health Impact Assessment
• Brownsfield Grant  

Non-Public Water Supply:  O.C.G.A. 12-5-134; 31-2A-4; 31-3-4 

Emergency Preparedness: O.C.G.A. 31-12-1.1; GEMA
• EH Emergency Prep
• Mass Fatality Coordination

Control of Mass Gathering:  O.C.G.A. 31-27

Surveillance and Response: O.C.G.A 31-2A-(1) (2)
• Mosquito Surveillance
• Public Health Pest Surveillance
• Response



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Public Health-Environmental Health Workforce

Environmental Health services are provided 
by approximately 425 professional staff 
statewide.

• 23  State Office 

• 17  EH District Directors

• 385  Local Board of Health EHS

• EH provides population-based services, 
~500 EHS required (1 EHS/20,000 persons)

“Environmental Health…

Touching Everyone’s Life Every Day”
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Environmental Health Specialists (EHS): Credentials

Bachelor Science Degree

National Registered EH Specialist

• EH Credential and nationally recognized

• 15 Subject Matter Areas

• Expertise and Credibility

Five formal weeks of new EHS training/Standardization

State Certification in Onsite Sewage Management

Certifications in Lead and Healthy Homes

Training in Chemical Hazards Risk Communication

FDA Food Standardized

Foodborne and Waterboard Outbreak Training
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On-Site Sewage Management Systems

http://www.inspectapedia.com/septic/SepticTankPumpout036DF.jpg
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Onsite (Decentralized) Wastewater Treatment  

30% of homes in the U.S. 
dependent on OSSM systems

Statewide

• 40+% in Georgia.  1.7 million systems.

• 20,000+ new systems installed annually in 
Georgia.

Coosa-North GA Region (18 counties)

• 265,000 OSSMS: Treating ~48 MGD 

• If these systems are “serviced” every 10 yr, 
~1 MGD septage treatment capacity needed
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Non-Public Well Water Supply

Non-Public Water Supply:  O.C.G.A. 
12-5-134. 

Private well water for Food Service, 
Tourist Facilities and Public Pools.

Individual well 

Water sampling and well assessment.

• Residential bacterial sampling: Total 
and Fecal coliform ssp.
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Non-Public Water Supplies 

New Well Sites Evaluated 3,628

Existing Systems Evaluated     4,935

Bacterial Samples Taken 5,136

Positive Samples 1,387

Wells Disinfected 118

27% Positive/Unsatisfactory 

Public Health Hazards

• Bacteria

• Parasites

• Chemicals 
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Onsite Program- Evaluation and Outcome

Standardization, QA, Audits 
• Digital Health Department (DHD)
• OSSMS Inspection and Failure Reports
• Existing System Evaluations

Source: DPH DHD, 2020

Performance Standards 

Water Quality

Surveillance and Education 

• 25% Reduction in Out of Compliance Wells

Onsite Sewage

Longevity and Capacity to Respond 

• < 1% failure rate in 1st year 

• Repairs; 3 days to Investigate, 

• 90 days to Abate
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Current Priorities
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Non-Point Source Pollution

A TMDL determines how much of a 
particular pollutant a water body can contain 
and still support its designated use, and 
states how much the pollutant load needs to 
be reduced to restore the water body so that 
it supports its designated use.

Georgia Water Quality Data 

Resources 305(b)/303(d) TMDL lists. 

305(b)/303(d) lists show water bodies in 
Georgia not meeting their “designated uses,” 
such as fishable/swimmable or drinking 
water.
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Permitting Cost of Delay-Days to Issue
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Contact Information 

Chris Kumnick; Program Director

Onsite Sewage and Water Quality Program   

Georgia Department of Public Health

Division of Health Protection

Environmental Health Section

404-657-6534

chris.kumnick@dph.ga.gov

mailto:chris.kumnick@dph.ga.gov

