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TODAY’S DISCUSSION

1. Rollout of the Runoff Reduction Performance Standard

2. Feasibility Criteria

3. Private Permitting Review and Inspection Act



STORMWATER PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS

Image: GDOT Drainage Manual



RUNOFF REDUCTION STANDARD

The stormwater management system shall be designed
to retain the first 1.0 inch of rainfall on the site, to the
maximum extent practicable. The maximum extent
practicable applicability can be determined by the MS4
using criteria they establish, such as the feasibility criteria
in the GSMM. 2017 Georgia Phase II MS4 Permit



IMPERVIOUS COVER & THE WATER CYCLE
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IMPLEMENTATION DATES

NPDES Phase 1 (Medium) : April 12, 2020
 Forsyth County

NPDES Phase 2 (Small) : December 6, 2020
 Rome

 Dalton

 Cumming

 Catoosa Co.

 Cherokee Co.

 Dawson Co.

 Floyd Co. 

 Murray Co.

 Whitfield Co.

NPDES Phase 1 (Large) : December 10, 2020



FEASIBILITY CRITERIA

The stormwater management system shall be designed 
to retain the first 1.0 inch of rainfall on the site, to the 
maximum extent practicable. The maximum extent 
practicable applicability can be determined by the MS4 
using criteria they establish, such as the feasibility 
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FEASIBILITY CRITERIA

Feasibility Policy Working Group

 GAWP

 MNGWPD

 Environmental Nonprofit

 MS4 (Phase 1)

 MS4 (Phase 2)

 Design Professionals (x2)

 Real Estate Developer

 Geotechnical Scientist

Key Elements

 Part of the Model Post 
Development Ordinance 
Revision process

 Non-binding policy document

 To be recommended to 
MNGWPD’s Stormwater 
Technical Coordinating 
Committee (TCC)



IMPLICATIONS OF RUNOFF REDUCTION

Source: 
University of 
Arkansas





POTENTIAL CHALLENGES TO 
IMPLEMENTATION

Lack of institutional capacity to design, 
install, and sustain Green Infrastructure

Tangled Ownership & Obligations

Image credit: City of Atlanta

Bioretention cell, Nashville, TN



PRIVATE PERMITTING REVIEW AND INSPECTION ACT

Passed in the 2018-19 Legislative Session

Establishes mandatory timetables for development plan 
review and approval

Allows for permit applicants to opt to hire 3rd party 
professional service providers to review development 
plans and provide construction inspections services

Establishes appeals process if applicant disputes local 
jurisdiction’s findings









THE TAKEAWAYS 

1. Runoff Reduction is coming.

2. Green Infrastructure will be the means to 
achieve it.

3. Feasibility policy will be key to how its 
implemented.

4. There will be a learning curve.
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