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  CATOOSA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2021-2031  

 

1 
 

1. Introduction : Mapping the Future throug h Planning  
 
The Importance of Planning  
 

Catoosa County and the cities of Fort Oglethorpe and Ringgold have participated in planning for many 

years, in compliance with state requirements and to improve the effectiveness of their local government.  

The county and cities completed a full plan update with the assistance of a consultant in 2011.  That plan 

went through a partial update in 2016.  Large scale events that the governments had to deal with during that 

time included the continued recovery from the recession of 2007, the 2011 tornado that hit Ringgold, and 

gradual changes due to the continued growth of online retail.  As city of Chattanooga has grown, the role 

of adjacent Catoosa County as a residential community for those who work in the city has grown, along 

with concerns about traffic, suburban sprawl, providing quality jobs closer to home, and conservation of 

greenspace.  The enormous impact on all 

aspects of civic life due to the COVID-19 

pandemic has been the current challenge that 

managers have had to face in 2020, while 

working on this plan update.  Changes in the 

planning rules mean that some parts of this 

plan are simplified, but there is a new 

requirement for a Broadband Element that 

helps meet the need for better internet 

connections for all residents and businesses.  

This Broadband Element has proved to be 

particularly appropriate during this time when 

people have been sheltering at home and 

relying on the internet for connections to 

school, work, shopping, and social life.   

 

This plan represents an effort to look ahead and use resources wisely and efficiently, to work with residents, 

and to improve the quality of local government.  Overall, this plan supports the countyôs and citiesô efforts 

toward more effective and democratic government by involving the public in the decision-making process. 

 

Requirements of the Plan  
 

The state of Georgia requires that county and city governments develop, adopt, maintain, and implement a 

comprehensive plan to qualify for selected state grants, loans, and permits.  By adhering to the stateôs 

planning process, these local governments maintain their Qualified Local Government status (QLG).  New 

2018 state Minimum Standards for Local Comprehensive Planning require a comprehensive plan update 

containing the following elements every five years to maintain QLG status. 

¶ Community Vision and Goals- a short summary of what residents view as an ideal community and 

a list of ways to get there.  

¶ Report of Accomplishments- a table summarizing the status of work activities listed in the last five-

year Community Work Program.  Items that are assessed as underway are automatically moved 

forward to the next Community Work Program, along with activities that were postponed. 

2. Ringgold Welcome Center 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































