
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING SERVICES 
• Comprehensive Planning 

o Implementation of Georgia Planning Act of 1989 

• Local comprehensive plans 

o Regional Comprehensive Plans 

o Digital Economy Regional Plans 

• Growth Management 

o Zoning / Land Use / Subdivision regulations 

• Historic Preservation 

o Geographic Historic Preservation Division technical assistance 

o Local historic preservation services 

• Transportation 

o Pedestrian/bikeway program planning 

o Coordination with transportation planning organizations 

o Local transit plans 

• Water Resources 

o North Georgia Water Resources Partnership 

o Regional Watershed Management Plans 

o Watershed management Plans 

o Coosa-North Georgia Regional Water planning Council Support 

• State Data and Research Center Affiliate 

o Development of Population Data 

• Geographic Information Systems 

o Digital Map and data 

• Appalachian Valley Fiber Network (AVFN) 

o Support Services are provided for the AVFN, made possible by a 
$21.286 million Broadband Technology Opportunity Grant (BTOP) 

awarded by the U.S. Department of Commerce and National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration. 

 

 

Rome Office 

P.O. BOX 1798 

1 Jackson Hill Drive 

Rome, GA 30162-1798 

Phone: (706) 295-6485 

Fax: (706) 272-6665 

 

Dalton Office 

503 W. Waugh Street 

Dalton, GA 30720-3475 

Phone: (706) 272-2300 

Fax: (706) 272-2253 

 

Website 

www.nwgrc.org 
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Do you know your comprehensive plan? 

The Comprehensive plan is the official statement of a local government establishing policies for its future long-range 

development.  Successful local governments look towards the future in an effort to identify upcoming trends in evolving fields 

such as the economy, housing, transportation, education, and environmental protection.  This allows them to continuously have 

a competitive economy and provide a proper quality of life for their citizens.  Proper planning also allows local governments to 

be cost efficient by identifying future issues and expenses far enough in advance to proactively address them.  Having a current 

and valid comprehensive plan also allows local governments to maintain their Qualified Local Government (QLG) Status, with the 

Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA).  Maintaining QLG Status keeps local governments eligible to receive State 

grants, as well as government-backed low interest loans, and state permits. 

 

 

Community vision & 

Goals 

Report of 

accomplishments 

Needs and 

opportunities 

Community Work 

Program 

Land use/Future 

Development Guides 

Includes a Vision 

Statement for each 

municipality and joint 

community goals, 

agreed upon by each 

community. 

A table summarizing 

the status of the 

projects from the 

previous five-year work 

program. 

A list created by the 

joint stakeholder 

committee that 

reflects the current 

state of each 

community and 

opportunities for 

growth. 

A list of specific projects 

to accomplish within 

the next five years.  This 

list of projects is 

designed to address 

each of the needs and 

opportunities. 

A spatial organization 

system using maps to 

show how people 

interact with the land 

and how development 

will change the 

landscape in the 

future.   

 

How we have recently assisted your community. 

Gordon County Joint 

Comprehensive Plan 

OneGeorgia EDGE-Gordon 

County/Floor Trend USA, Inc. 

(Diban) 

Calhoun-Gordon County/Rivers 

to Ridge-Model Mile 

Calhoun City 

Schools/STEAM/Industrial 

Innovation Fablab 

Received an EDA planning grant to 

continue implementation of 

northwest Georgia’s IMCP program 

OneGeorgia EDGE-Gordon 

County/Mannington Mills 

Did you know about these additional 

resources in your community? 

FORT WAYNE CIVIL WAR 

HISTORIC SITE –   RESACA, GA 
Fort Wayne Civil War Historic Site is a county-owned 65 

acre historically significant site that contains two well 

preserved fortified areas used by both Confederate and 

Union forces during and after the Civil War. 

 

SALACOA LAKE – CALHOUN, GA 
the location of the last Cherokee national capitol, and features 

twelve original and reconstructed buildings, a one-mile nature 

trail, and a boat ramp and fishing in the Coosawattee River. 

The site is located at 1211 Chatsworth Highway, NE, Calhoun, 

one mile east of I75 exit 317 on Georgia Highway 225.  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

To Attain your County and City Needs 
 

While striving to become a region 
where economic opportunities are 

available for all citizens 
 

           PLANNING 

The State of Georgia sets 

minimum planning standards 

that DCA is tasked with 

administering.  A full plan update 

is required every 10 years 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

Development and expansion of 

businesses and industries that 

complement the desired way of life 

will be aggressively pursued.   The 

county, as a whole, will attract outside 

investment through business-friendly 

policies/taxes, infrastructure 

investments, development-ready land, 

and educational/job training 

opportunities for the local workforce. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The planning process, as required 

by the State of Georgia, is to be 

open for public participation and 

involvement.  This is done to 

ensure that the plan is created in 

an ethical and transparent 

manner.  Each local government 

selected stakeholders to 

represent them at the Steering 

Committee Meetings.

NATURAL, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HISTORIC GORDON 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE – 

CALHOUN, GA 
Gordon County constructed its first courthouse in 

1852. The two-story brick courthouse was 

destroyed by a severe storm in 1888. A new two-

story brick courthouse with a clock tower was built 

in 1889 and it lasted until it was torn down in 1961. 

The present courthouse was built in 1961. 

 

NEW ECHOTA STATE 

HISTORIC SITE – 

CALHOUN, GA 
the location of the last Cherokee national capitol, 

and features twelve original and reconstructed 

buildings, a one-mile nature trail, and a boat ramp 

and fishing in the Coosawattee River. The site is 

located at 1211 Chatsworth Highway, NE, 

Calhoun, one mile east of I75 exit 317 on Georgia 

Highway 225. 

 

FREEMAN-HURT 

HOUSE/ROCKDALE 

PLANTATION – GORDON 

COUNTY, GA 
Very early nineteenth-century Indian farm, a 

supply post on the Tennessee Road, and an 

antebellum plantation. The original portion of the 

main house is the largest known log building in the 

state. 

 

RESACA BATTLEFIELD 

HISTORIC SITE – RESACA, 

GA 
The Resaca Battlefield is a county owned historic 

site.  It is a 483-acre park with over four miles of 

walking trails.  This battlefield was a part of the 

Civil War’s Atlanta Campaign 

 



 

 

 

Northwest Georgia Area Wetland Acreage 

County Total Acres Wetland Acres % of Total Acres 

Gordon 227,181 1,002 .004 

Northwest GA 5,353,492 11,291 .002 

Georgia 37,140,514 3,933,856 10.600 

Source: Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 1995 

Northwest Georgia Public Water Supply Watershed 

County Surface Water 

Source 

Watershed Size 

(sq. mi.) 

Reservoir (Y/N) Service Area 

Gordon Coosawattee River >100’ Yes Calhoun 

 

The Chattahoochee National Forest  
The United States Forest Service began purchasing land in Northwest Georgia in 1911, and currently owns 220,498 acres 
in nine of the region’s fifteen counties, including the Cohutta and Rich Mountain Wilderness Areas. A breakdown of 

acreages by county is as follows: 
• Gordon County, 8,307 acres 

 

 

The Regionally Important 

Resources Plan 

Highlights your Community’s 

Historical, Environmental, 

Natural and Cultural Features.  
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